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Murtadha Al-Naqib

The last Symbols of the Iraqi Classic Historical
School

Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Abdulwahid M. Al-Qaysi
Baghdad University / College of Arts

Abstract

he paper attempts to study and analyze the career of one promi-

nent academic historian, the late professor Murtadha Hassan
Al-Naqib (1939-2018). Al-Naqib was one of the 2nd generation schol-
ars of college of Arts-University of Baghdad. He has represented the
American scholarship which continued its intellectual efforts in the
historical studies after the founding fathers of history scholarship, Ab-
dulaziz Al-Duri, Salih Ahmed Al-Ali who graduated from the English
school. Al-Naqib had founded his own methodology in light of study in
McGill University, and his reading of the western methods and Islamic
historiography. Al-Naqib had had represented the American school of
Orientalism. Since his coming back from Kanada at the late 7oth, he
continued the efforts of the first generation of Islamic studies, and at-
tempted to renew the methods of study the Islamic history texts. He
formed a historical phenomenon in field of Islamic studies through
applying of western methods and the Arab understanding of the Ca-
liphate state. His major has concentrated on the late Abbasid period
and the Islamic sects. He was a bridge between the 1st and 3rd genera-
tions of Islamic studies field in Iraq. His methods and standpoint on
the Islamic history have contributed to rise a new generation of the
historians who read and analyzed the original Islamic sources out of
ideology and the political impact.

The paper will follow his career since his early life in the holy Karbala
schools, University of Baghdad, and his graduate studies in McGill
University until his long academic teaching of Islamic history in col-
lege of Art- University of Baghdad (1979-2018).

Keywords: Murtadha Hassan Al-Naqib, Al-Naqib, Mohammed Da-
raj, Historical Methodology, Trained Historian, Sam’ani, Suli, Edward
Said, Hamilton Gibb, Tsugitaka Sato, Bernard Lewis, the Abassids,
Islamic History, Mu'nis al-mudhafer, Nizam al-mulk, Donald Little,
Huwayhids, Saljikids.
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