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The position of the Syrian Opposition Toward the
1936 treaty

Analytical Documentary Study

Dr. Saad Mahdi Jaafar
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

Abstract

1- The importance of the study: The stage of the Syrian-French treaty
in 1936 is considered a distinct stage in the history of Syrian-French
relations in general and the stage of the French occupation of Syr-
ian lands in particular. The discussions that took place between the
French and Syrian sides, which resulted in the 1936 treaty, constituted
a realistic test drawn up by the French authorities to identify the abil-
ity of The Syrian country, its financial capabilities, and knowledge of
its realistic tendencies to demand independence and sovereignty from
the French occupation.

2- The problem of the study: The conditions of the treaty proved
that the negotiating delegation dealt realistically in the negotiations
with the French side, making many concessions regarding the people’s
demands for unity, sovereignty, and independence. Until the Syrian
and French negotiators came to a point with some partial concessions
made by the French negotiator, forced in the face of the strength and
rise of the Syrian national movement to demand that the occupation
be transformed into a treaty form guaranteeing their independence
and sovereignty. Which resulted in opposition positions that varied
according to their orientations, interests, and concepts, whether from
national individuals or Syrian parties, against the formula of the treaty
and the Syrian National Bloc Party, which adopted a policy of appease-
ment and pact with France.

3- Study hypothesis: The study was based on a basic hypothesis that
the more the French occupier adhered to consolidating his interests in
Syria, whether directly or as a form of an alliance treaty, the stronger
the Syrian national opposition, as individuals and parties, would be-
come.

4- Structure of the study: To investigate this important topic, the
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study was divided into four main sections, which are as follows:

First: The Syrian-French treaty in 1936 and its ratification by the Syr-
ian Parliament.

Second: The main reasons behind the Syrian positions opposing the
treaty.

Third: The trends and positions of the Syrian opposition parties to-
wards the treaty.

Fourth: France’s position on the Syrian opposition to the treaty.

5- Study methodology: In documenting the events and analyzing
them, the study relied on the descriptive and historical approaches and
the analytical approach in explaining the developments in the negotia-
tions and their impact on the Syrian and French sides, especially their
opposition to the terms of the treaty.

6- Sources of the study: The unpublished French documents pre-
served in the archives of the Al-Assad Library in Damascus, the Syrian
capital, had a great impact in clarifying the nature of the negotiations,
the results they reached, and the positions of the opposition to them.
The study also relied on various letters and books.

7- Results and recommendations: The study concluded by revealing
the strong opposition faced by the Syrian-French treaty in 1936, as po-
litical leaders who were not members of the National Bloc found in the
terms of the treaty an injustice to the national demands for unity and
independence, as they saw that the Syrian country had become Under
the terms of the new treaty, it means connection and subordination to
France, but in the name of (friendship and alliance). The treaty was
characterized by realistic, middle-of-the-road solutions based on the
desire of both parties to achieve their interests, and this is what in-
creased the strength of the opposition, as the treaty contributed to a
major division in the Syrian national ranks, and therefore there were
many Positions opposing the treaty according to the interests, orienta-
tions, ideas and concepts of Syrian opposition individuals and parties.
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