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The First Formations in the Philosophy of History
Prof. Dr. Hamid Abd Al-Hamza Mohammad Ali
University of Babylon / College of Education for the Humanities

Abstract

In the dialectic of the relationship between history and philoso-
phy and the outcome of this interdependence, it can appear to us
the difference between the historian and the philosopher of history.
The component of a larger event by knowing the cause of this event,
whether it was partial, simple or compound, used from the collection
of historical material and scrutiny of documents to the stage of inter-
pretation in which the cause of the event is discovered and interpreted.

Therefore, the starting point for the historian is the partial event,
while the starting point for the philosopher’s reflections is the com-
prehensive course of events, and this means that the method. The re-
search of the historian is an inductive approach that is predominantly
empirical in nature, although empiricism here is not the experience in
the natural sciences, while the method for the philosopher of history
is the rational approach, where the philosopher works with his reflec-
tions to reach the total cause that explains the partial events.

There is another difference between the work of the historian and
the work of the philosopher of history. It seems that if we look at the
goal that both seek to achieve, the goal of the historian is to record the
event and to verify the authenticity of its recording with the greatest
degree of objectivity and integrity, while the goal of the philosopher is
to interpret the entirety of the events of history and to extract what we
can call the mechanisms or general rules according to which human
history proceeds, and here We find the subjectivity of the philosopher
that emerges from. Through his vision of these interpreted principles
or rules, as these principles or rules differ from one philosopher to
another according to his general philosophical vision and according
to the historical material he contemplates and the extent of this mate-
rial’s abundance.

Therefore, there must be a rational discourse on history that contrib-
utes to restoring the scientific prestige of history after it was dominat-
ed by fallacies. And the superstitious style, so the philosophy of history
appeared to put the last answer to the rationality of history.

Keywords: Philosophy of history, History, Curriculum.
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