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The Concept of Democracy Among Greek Thinkers

Socrates, Plato and Aristotle

Director of the Institute of History and World Heritage / Morocco
Dr. Ahmed Alwan Al-Qurashion

Abstract

he Greeks had a major role in the creation of various forms of

governance, including democratic governance, so we see them
calling for this provision and applied it in their cities, the first of which
is the city of Athens, as the free citizens participate in discussing issues
related to their political and religious affairs without an intermediary
or representative, as well as participating in public decision-making,
this type of democracy, which is called direct democracy, has suc-
ceeded in applying due to Due to the small size of Greek cities and the
limited number of their population, and while the rule of tyranny and
tyranny spread in ancient civilizations and cities, Athens was blessed
with a democratic rule that adopts two basic rules for its rule, which
are equality between citizens and before the law, and the freedom
granted to these citizens to express their opinions.

Some Greek thinkers criticized the nature of democracy applied in
Greek cities, especially Athens, as it excluded women and slaves from
political participation, but other thinkers defended this type of gover-
nance and looked at it with ideas and theories that contributed to its
maturity and development at that time, but this conflict in ideas did
not prevent democracy in Athens from continuing, as it witnessed the
formation of the first institutions of governance in its modern form,
which later benefited other countries that adopted forms and images
Other democracy in the establishment, development, expansion of
these institutions and innovation of other institutions.

The hypothesis of this research is based on the fact that democracy in
the Greeks as an idea, concept and system of government succeeded in
meeting the demands of the people and coordinated and harmonized
with their ideas, ambitions and desires, which made it succeed and
continue despite the opposition and criticism of some thinkers as it
suffers from several shortcomings.

Keywords: democracy, Greeks, Socrates, Aristotle, Plato.
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