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The title of the present study is The Religious Situ-
ation in Iraq

as Described by Al-Maqdisi (D. 381H.) in his Ahsan
Al-Taqaseem

Prof. Dr. Riadh Abd al-Husain Radhi

Asmaa Abd al-Raziq Shnawa

Wasit University / College Of Education For Human Sciences
Abstract

A—Maqdisi gave a considerable attention to the religious situation
in the whole Islamic world in general and in Iraq in particular.
He discussed all the religious denominations of his age. With respect
to Iraq, which is the focus of the present study, he gave a detailed ac-
count of the sectarian map and the religious demography of the Iraqi
society. He mentioned Jews and Christians, and described their wor-
shipping places along with those of Muslims, though, as a Muslim
himself, he gave more attention to mosques and shrines, and talked
about the most prominent sects and denominations in Iraq. He sus-
tained an unbiased attitude and tone of voice, and tried to show Islam
as open to other religions.

The paper arrived at some conclusions, of which below are the most
important ones:

He focused on the religious aspect of life in Iraq and the Islamic
world, which reflects the religious nature of these societies; he consid-
ered the mosque as a basic standard of evaluation by which he would
see how vital and great a city was; he saw religious diversity as im-
portant for the continuity of the life of the Iraqi society; he opposed
sectarian seditions because he knew how bad their impact would be
on the social, political and economic aspects in the society; al-Maqdisi
broke the traditional rule of discussing only the political aspect of life:
he did not neglect the other aspects.

The present paper recommends Ahsan al-Tagaseem as one of the
most important sources which concerns itself with the religious de-
mography of Iraq in the 4th century of Hijra.
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