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Abstract:

Sura is one of the ancient historical cities located in Babylon Governorate, Iraq. It
played a significant religious and cultural role in Mesopotamian history, particularly
during the Sasanian and Abbasid periods. Sura gained prominence as a major
religious and scholarly center for Jews in Iraq, where one of the most renowned
Talmudic academies was established by Rab in the 3rd century CE. This academy
contributed significantly to the composition and compilation of the Babylonian

Talmud, granting the city a distinguished status in Jewish and religious history.

In addition to its religious role, Sura's location near the Euphrates River supported its
agricultural and commercial prosperity. Historically, it was connected to cities like
Babylon, Nippur, and Kutha. Over time, Sura became part of the modern urban fabric
of Babylon Province, yet its archaeological and historical significance continues to

attract the interest of scholars and historians today.
Keywords:

Sura — Babylon — Babylonian Talmud — Talmudic Academy — Jewish History —

Ancient Iraq — Rab — Mesopotamia
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