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This research deals with the subject of mercenaries in ancient Greece and their
peoples by studying the beginning of their appearance and the most important peoples
who participated in battles as mercenaries. The research aims to know the mercenary
class in the Greek army and that their presence was not merely a response to urgent
military needs but rather a reflection of structural transformations in The nature of
the state and authority, as the use of mercenaries revealed the limits of national
loyalty and led to the reshaping of concepts of sovereignty, belonging, and internal
and external balances, which ultimately contributed to undermining the traditional
structures of national armies and contributed to major transformations in the course
of political and military history in the ancient world. Therefore, mercenaries played
a pivotal role in shaping military events. And politics in the history of Greece, and
they were influential actors in changing the balance of power and the development
of systems of government and the selection of influence between cities and countries.
The historical analytical method was used, and the study reached several results,
including the transformation of the concept of soldiering from a civil duty to a paid
commodity in the classical Greek world Fighting was once considered a moral and
political duty for citizens, especially in democratic city-states like Athens. However,
with the increasing reliance on mercenaries, this concept began to erode, as war
transformed from a space for expressing citizenship into a service to be bought and
sold.

791



