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ABSTRACT
Objectives: The primary objective of this research is to explore the role of radio
programs in promoting citizens' electoral participation in the 2025 parliamentary
elections.
Methods: This study falls under the category of descriptive research, which aims to
describe a specific condition or an existing phenomenon within society. The
researcher employed the survey method by designing a questionnaire to examine the
impact of radio programs on citizens' electoral behavior, ultimately aiming to derive
the study’s findings, The research population was defined as the audience of Baghdad
Governorate, encompassing both Karkh and Rusafa districts, based on the number of
eligible voters in the general elections. A purposive sample representing 5% of the
population was selected, totaling 300 respondents. These were distributed between
the Karkh and Rusafa sides, with 180 gquestionnaires allocated to three purposively
selected areas in Karkh (Al-Ghazaliya, Al-Kadhimiya, and Al-Mansour), and 120
questionnaires distributed across areas in Rusafa (Al-Karrada, Al-Adhamiyah, and
Al-Sulaikh). The number of questionnaires distributed in each area was determined
according to the population size of that area.
Results: The key findings reveal the significant role that radio programs play in
influencing voters' behavior and attitudes toward electoral participation. These
programs primarily focused on encouraging citizens to take part in elections and
promoting dialogue and community engagement during the electoral period. The
findings also indicate that most respondents are more likely to participate in elections
when they feel their vote is respected and can make a difference.
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Conclusions: There exists a duality in the role of radio broadcasting. On the one hand,
it serves as an effective tool for raising awareness and encouraging participation. On
the other hand, it is often criticized for lacking neutrality and manipulating
information. This duality undermines full confidence in electoral radio content,
particularly in light of the diversity of modern media platforms. Furthermore, there
is an initial willingness among the public to participate in the upcoming
parliamentary elections, as such participation is regarded as a national duty. This calls
for strengthened trust and transparency, as well as the presentation of more diverse
and credible candidates in order to attract broad popular engagement.
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