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Abu Taher Al-Salafi (d. 576 AH./1180 AD.)

and his role in the intellectual life of the Fatimid
caliphate

Dr. Talib Jihiel Damij

Ministry of Education / Rusafa Second Education Directorate

Abstract

he Fatimids had an active role in nurturing scholars and think-

ers, and Al-Hafiz Abu Tahir Al-Salafi (576 AH/1180 AD) received
a share of attention when he came to Alexandria In the year (511 AH)
from the East and settled there to become a brilliant scholar in hadith
and narration. God blessed him with the building of a school for him
by the Fatimid minister. Al-Adel bin Al-Sallar in the year 544 AH, and
the school was named after him and became a center for disseminat-
ing science and knowledge. Al-Hafiz Al-Salafi became one of the lumi-
naries of Islamic thought. Alexandria Is not mentioned In the Islamic
era unless the Salafi is mentioned along with It. Scholars traveled to
It from all directions, learning from it and studying under it, and the
science of hadith and jurisprudence flourished. And the interpretation
and his students were coming to Alexandria specially to hear abo.

At him. He had an impact on the flourishing of sciences, even if he
was on a doctrine different from the Fatimid Caliphate, but he received
attention because he possessed intellectual maturity, was proficient in
the science of readings, was familiar with literature and language, and
was an up-to-date of the Prophet’s biography. He was the scholar of
Alexandria and Its memorizer, and he did not leave Alexandria since
his patronage of the Salafi school In Alexandria until his death (576
AH). The Salafist In society had a privileged position, the senior states-
men sought him and his friendship, and it hardly seemed from him to
be rude towards anyone.
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