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Abstract

Mohammad Mishbal’s scholarly endeavor is marked by many distinctive qualities,
chief among them the way its inception blurs criticism and rhetoric. In the Arab
intellectual tradition, no decisive boundary was ever drawn between these two
concepts, and accordingly Mishbal’s trajectory reveals a persistent challenge in
disentangling them. He thus frames them in terms of generality and particularity: at
times rhetoric is cast as the broader category, while at others criticism takes
precedence. This interweaving is intrinsic to their historical evolution, and clarifying
their relationship demands situating the reading subject—whether in a classical or a
modern context—amid the rise of diverse critical methodologies. Throughout this
field, Mishbal has steadfastly adopted a critique that departs from the familiar and
widely circulated approaches.

Keywords: Criticism; Rhetoric; Mohammad Mishbal; Expanded Rhetoric.
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