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France’s close ties with the Federal Republic
of Germany, which he found too exclusive,
with more friendly relations with Britain.
This close relationship did not last long,
however. This gave new impetus to Fran-
co-German cooperation, but based more
on short-term interests than any long-term
project for Europe, especially since the two
parties differed on some key issues. The So-
cialist government’s policy towards Europe
was radically different from that of Presi-
dent d’Estaing, and relations between the
two countries witnessed many fluctuations
throughout the decade. The eighties, from
lukewarmness to security cooperation,
then the relations were greatly strength-
ened in the late eighties with the arrival
of Jacques Chirac to the position of Prime
Minister in the mid-eighties, which led to a
clear shift in the nature of relations, which
reached their peak at the end of 1989 when
the Berlin Wall fell, which ultimately led to
the unification of Germany.

Keywords (France - Germany - political

relations - foreign policy)
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Abstract

Franco-German relations witnessed two
major transformations in the early 1980s.
The election of Socialist Francois Mitter-
rand in 1981 marked a new chapter in the
history of the Fifth Republic, ending the
uninterrupted dominance of the right since
General de Gaulle’s return to power in
1958. Mitterrand worked briefly alongside
German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, and
then continued with his successor, Helmut
Kohl, from October 1982. The politicians
of both countries sought a decisive role in
the pursuit of European integration. How-
ever, during his first two years in office,

President Mitterrand attempted to balance
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