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Abstract

This research aims to study the phenomenon of hypocrisy (Nifaq) in the Holy Quran,
not as a single homogeneous group , but as a graduated spectrum. Hypocrisy represented
one of the most serious challenges facing the early Muslim community , forming an
"internal enemy" that required intensive Quranic discourse to expose it. The research
problem stems from an attempt to identify the specific factions of hypocrites in the
Quranic discourse and to extract their characteristics and underlying motives. To achieve
this, the research adopted an inductive methodology to gather verses , an analytical
methodology to extract traits , and a thematic (objective) methodology to connect the
verses and form a comprehensive picture.

The research is divided into two sections : The first section addresses Major
(Theological) Hypocrisy , represented by the "leaders of hypocrisy" and the "Masjid al-
Dirar" (Mosque of Harm) faction , revealing their motives as political (loss of influence)
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and strategic (collaboration with external enemies). The second section discusses Minor
(Practical) Hypocrisy , represented by the "waverers" faction and the "stayers-behind"
faction , showing their motives were psychological (fear, cowardice) and material (love
of worldly gain and personal interest). The study concludes that understanding this
classification is essential for understanding the challenges of building the prophetic
community and that the Quranic discourse differentiated its approach in dealing with
each faction.

Keywords: The Holy Quran, groups of hypocrites, doctrinal hypocrisy, practical
hypocrisy, characteristics of a hypocrite.
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