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Abstract :

France began early before the occupation of Tunisia to think about how
to direct its policy and draw its broad outlines so that it could have
complete control over Tunisia, and after imposing a protectorate on it in
the year 1881 AD, it began implementing its plans. It achieved the
naturalization of the population of European nationals present in Tunisia
on June 26, 1889, after... A special law was issued to naturalize those
nationals who were officially in Tunisia in large numbers in 1897. This
was a dangerous turning point that affected Tunisian sovereignty, because
it was considered a demographic change. France’s goal was to find a
balance with the Italian community, whose numbers exceeded the French
community, and that competition between the two sides led to problems.
between the two parties, until the countries of those nationals took notice
of that plan and stopped it after agreements were made between the two
parties. As for the Tunisian point of view, it considered naturalization a
reason to strip the Tunisians of the Tunisian personality and identity, as
well as language and religion, to be French citizens. Naturalization
targeted social groups represented by Between gender, age, occupation
and religion. The process of naturalization of the Tunisian population
(Jews and Muslims) moved after several things were imposed on them,
including: the naturalized person’s marriage to a French woman or his
service in the French army, etc. It was initially voluntary, but later it
became compulsory, and a number of naturalized people changed their
names to French, and the matter reached the point of It imposed on a
naturalized woman who marries a foreigner not to follow his nationality,
which constituted an obstacle to her marriage, due to the Tunisian youth’s
refusal to marry her, because French laws consider children born to a
mother who holds French nationality to be French, unless she is forced to
do so thanks to the laws of the husband’s country, France issued decisions
to regulate this process until residents and parties, with the help of
newspapers, stopped this process after the jurists considered naturalized
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citizens infidels and prevented them from being buried in Muslim
cemeteries. Thus, France stopped practicing this policy towards the
Tunisian population in 1933.

Keywords: Tunisia, protection, naturalization, privileges, France,
population.
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