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ABSTRACT

The research presents an analytical study of the efforts of the German
orientalist Theodor Noldeke (1836-1930) in the field of Qur’anic
history, by discussing his intellectual motives, critical methodology, and
views on the collection, arrangement, revelation, and textual history of
the Qur’an. His book The History of the Qur’'an became a fundamental
reference in Western Orientalist studies, relying on philological methods
and historical criticism, while advancing hypotheses about Jewish and
Christian influences on the text. Noldeke treated the Qur’an as a purely
historical text, disregarding its miraculous nature, and based his work
primarily on Sunni reports while overlooking the traditions of Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them), which resulted in a partial vision. The study
reviewed the major critiques directed at him and concluded that
although Noldeke was a pioneer in Orientalist Qur’anic studies, his
methodology suffers from scientific and methodological problems that

require reconsideration.
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