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Iraq and Saudi Arabia 2014-2020
Challenges and future vision

Prof. Dr. Mufid Kasid Al-Zaidi
University of Baghdad / Center for Strategic and International Studies

Abstract:

he importance of this research lies in knowing the future of relations

between Iraq and Saudi Arabia after 2014, as a result of the Iraqi deci-
sion-maker’s awareness of the importance of his relations with the Gulf envi-
ronment in light of the challenges that the country faced in that difficult stage
after the terrorist organization ISIS occupied Mosul and other cities, and from
here comes a new research in He follows up and analyzes the development in
those relations, especially since a new era has been witnessed in relations for
the first time since 2003.

The positive Iraqi-Saudi relations contribute to achieving a state of security
and stability for Iraq, which leads to improvement and growth in its relations
with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, and an attempt to reduce the
regional conflict on the one hand, and to preserve Iraq’s unity and sovereignty
as an important country in the regional system on the other hand. The research
includes several topics, the first topic deals with Iraqi-Saudi relations after the
American occupation of Iraq in 2003, and in it we talk about the consequenc-
es of the American occupation on relations, while the second topic talks about
the Iranian influence in Iraqi-Saudi relations, and the third topic is about the
challenges facing Iraqi relations. - Saudi Arabia, such as “Saudi Arabia and
the Arab Spring”, the Syrian crisis, the Gulf crisis, the Yemeni crisis, and
the regional rivalry in Iraq, The fourth topic deals with the growth in Iraq’s
relations with the Kingdom after 2014, in the government of Dr. Haider Al-
Abadi (2014-2018). Then, finally, the research presents the future of relations
between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, within the framework of those challenges and
the state of development it has witnessed recently.
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Iraq’s relations with the GCC countries after 2014 witnessed a remarkable
development in an attempt to create an Arab balance with Iraq, and to create
a Gulf-Iraqi environment in order for Iraq to restore its Arab role in light of
American support for this approach. The so-called (The New Mashreq), or
(Al-Sham Road), where the rapprochement between Iraq, Egypt and Jordan
today, and after the Gulf reconciliation that was held at the (Al-Ula Summit)
in Saudi Arabia in early 2021, Iraq is among the beneficiaries of the recon-
ciliation, which will certainly reflect positively on the political and economic
levels for Iraq.
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