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The British Government’s attitude towards the European Union
under the Governments of Clement Attlee and Winston Churchill
(1945-1955)

Asst.Prof.Dr. Kareem Ajiel Al-Zamily
Al-Iraqia University / College of Arts

Abstract:

The topic of Britain’s policy towards Europe is one of the utmost im-
portant and vital topics in the history of British-European relations,
although historical studies have not elucidated it thoroughly.

Hence, the title (The British Government’s attitude towards the Europe-
an Union under the Governments of Clement Attlee and Winston Churchill
(1945-1955)). The year 1945 was marked as the beginning of research start-
ing from the assumption of Clement Attlee’s of his Prime Minister duties at
an imperative historic phase as the first post-World War II Government while
the year 1955 marked the end of the research with the expiration of Winston
Churchill’s government.

The review of the research topic evidently shows that Britain pursued a
unified policy of European unity under Prime Minister Clement Attlee (1945-
1951) and Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s government (1951-1955). Al-
though they belonged to two ideologically different parties, it did not pre-
clude them from attempting to utilize the matter to secure their objectives of
gaining power.

Moreover, the internal state of affairs in Britain has had a major impact on
determining both Clement Atley and Winston Churchill’s speeches, both of
whom have tried to rely on Europe to solve the country’s internal problems
while preserving Britain’s international standing. Nonetheless, Britain’s with-
drawal from the Clement Attlee Government of its colonial policy and its
attempt to implement a socialist policy at home strikingly affected its interna-
tional standing, thus it reflected Britain’s place in Europe. This decline con-
tinued even after Winston Churchill’s return to power, whose ideas towards
Europe underwent several phases, moreover, the political and economic cir-
cumstances had a clear impact on the solidity of those ideas.
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