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The Balance Between Powers and the Responsibility of the Prime
Minister in Iraq and Lebanon Regarding Ministerial Performance
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Abstract:

This study presents an in-depth comparative analysis of the balance between the
powers and responsibilities assigned to the Prime Minister and ministers in Iraq and
Lebanon, considering it a pivotal factor in ensuring governmental efficiency and
the stability of executive functions. In the Iragi context, the research focuses on the
political transformations that have occurred since 2003, examining how security
and political challenges have affected the Prime Minister’s ability to exercise
oversight authority and hold ministers accountable. It also analyzes the impact of
partisan divisions and internal conflicts on the decision-making mechanisms within
the Council of Ministers.

In the Lebanese case, the study analyzes the influence of the sectarian system on
the distribution of powers between the Prime Minister and ministers, highlighting
the role of sectarian quotas in limiting governmental efficiency and restricting the
Prime Minister’s capacity to manage ministerial work and ensure accountability.
The research also addresses the challenges posed by this political structure in
achieving institutional balance between authority and responsibility.

The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the Iragi and
Lebanese models, identifying similarities and differences in the distribution of
executive powers and assessing the structural and political constraints that hinder
the Prime Minister’s effectiveness in both countries. Furthermore, it seeks to
provide practical recommendations to enhance institutional balance, thereby
improving governmental performance and reducing political and administrative
crises.

Keywords: institutional balance, powers, responsibilities, Prime Minister,
ministers, Irag, Lebanon.
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