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Atlanticism: A Conceptual Analysis of Its Geographical, Geopolitical, and
Ideological Dimensions
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Abstract

This research aims to provide a comprehensive conceptual approach to the notion of
Atlantism as one of the key frameworks for understanding contemporary
international balances. Although the term has only entered academic discourse in
recent decades, its roots extend to older intellectual and strategic systems that
combine geographic positioning, geopolitical vision, and the Western value system.
The study first addresses the geographical dimension by analyzing the role of the
Atlantic Ocean as a connective link between Europe and North America, which
contributed to the formation of a shared strategic space where political, economic,
and cultural interests intersect. It then moves to the geopolitical dimension,
reviewing the contributions of classical and contemporary theorists in this field, who
viewed the maritime powers overlooking the Atlantic as central actors in controlling
global trade routes and influencing international balances. From this perspective,
Atlantism is understood as a practical extension of geopolitical thought that grants
maritime powers a decisive role in shaping the international order.

As for the ideological dimension, the research highlights the value system upon
which Atlantism is based—embodied in political liberalism, representative
democracy, and the free market economy—as tools of legitimation and markers of
Western influence in the global system. The study underscores how Atlantism seeks
to entrench its civilizational model as a global standard in the face of alternative
projects such as Eurasianism or multipolarity.

The research concludes that despite facing relative setbacks and rising competition,
Atlantism still retains its effectiveness as a strategic concept capable of reproducing
itself amid rapid global transformations. It calls for moving beyond a narrow
functional understanding of the term and viewing it as an integrated civilizational
project rooted in classical geopolitical thought and the broader Western paradigm.
Keywords:

Western Atlanticism, Classical Geopolitics, Atlantic Alliance, Liberal Thought,
Western Values.
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