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Iran's position in the Russian strategic perception
Dr. Ahmed Mahmood Abdul Majeed

Abstract:

Since Russian President Vladimir Putin came to power in 2000, Russian
foreign policy has witnessed strategic transformations aimed at regaining
influence on the international scene, especially in the Middle East, where
Iran has emerged as an important strategic partner for Moscow, as the
interests of the two countries converge on many issues, most notably:
balance in the face of American influence, cooperation in the fields of
armament and energy, as well as coordination on regional issues such as the
Syrian file and rapprochement with the countries of the Caucasus and
Central Asia. Despite the strength of the Russian-lranian alliance, the
relationship between them faces some challenges, most notably Russia's
efforts to maintain balanced relations with other regional powers such as the
Gulf States and Israel, which sometimes prompts it to take cautious positions
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towards some Iranian policies. In addition, there is competition between the
two countries in the global energy market that may lead to a divergence in
economic interests. However, Russia's strategic perception of Iran represents
a combination of geopolitical, military and economic interests, as Moscow
sees Tehran as a vital partner in confronting Western influence, but at the
same time it seeks to manage this relationship cautiously to maintain its
strategic balance in the region. The future of this relationship will remain
dependent on regional and international developments, and on the ability of
the two parties to coordinate their interests without entering into direct
competition.

Keywords: Iran, Russian Federation, Strategy, Middle East, Central Asia .
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