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An Evaluation of the Employment of the Security Variable in U.S.
Policy Toward Libya and Yemen After 2014: According to the
Idealist ‘Legal’ Theory”

Abbas Awad Inaeimah
wadb5103@gmail.com

Supervised by Prof. Dr. Mustafa Jasem Hussein
Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of Political Science
Abstract:

This study examines the assessment of the security variable in United States
foreign policy toward Libya and Yemen in light of the Idealist theory, highlighting
the contradiction between the idealistic discourse, which emphasizes humanitarian
values and international law, and the practical application that is dominated by
geostrategic and security considerations. The study analyzes the case of Libya as a
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model for employing the principle of the “Responsibility to Protect” as a pretext for
military intervention that led to regime change without establishing effective
institutional alternatives, and the case of Yemen, which reflected the fluctuation of
U.S. policy between supporting legitimacy and preserving its strategic interests
with its Gulf partners. The research demonstrates the limited effectiveness of the
Idealist theory when confronted with structural realities and monitors the security
and political repercussions that resulted from U.S. interventions in both the Libyan
and Yemeni contexts

Keywords: United States Foreign Policy, Security Variable, Idealist Theory,
International Intervention in Libya and Yemen.
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