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Activating Turkey's smart power tools in Central Asian countries
Abstract:
The Central Asian region represents a very important geopolitical
fulcrum on the map of international relations due to its important
geopolitical location, And its rich energy resources, and being a strategic
link between East and West, In the midst of the changing landscape that is
witnessing intense competition between international and regional powers,
Turkey is emerging as an actor seeking to strengthen its influence and role
in this region, which is linked by deep historical and cultural ties, Driven by
historical legacy and contemporary ambitions, Ankara seeks to activate
what is known as "smart power" in its foreign policy towards the Central
Asian republics, This concept goes beyond the mere use of hard power,
coercive military and economic power, or the soft power of cultural
attraction, education, and public diplomacy in isolation, It combines them

with ingenuity and skill to achieve strategic goals effectively and
efficiently, Activating smart power means the ability to align coercion and
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persuasion, and blend economic, diplomatic, cultural, and security tools, As
appropriate to the unique circumstances, variables and contexts of each
Central Asian country.
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