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An analytical study between the objectives of Vision 2030 and
reputation laundering

Assistant Lecturer : Maha Ali Abbadi
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Political Science / Department of Quality Assurance
and University Performance
Email: maha.ali@uomustansiriyah.edu.ig

Abstract

In the modern era, sport constitutes an important strategic tool used by
countries to enhance their image before both domestic and international
public opinion, especially amid the political, social, and human rights
challenges they face. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia stands out as a model
that has leveraged the sports sector to boost its international image, through
significant and increasing investment in organising major sporting events and
hosting world championships such as Formula 1 races and boxing matches,
as well as sponsoring clubs and international athletes within the Saudi
football league. This use of sport is not limited to recreational or economic
dimensions alone, but represents a deliberate policy aimed at improving
reputation and international perception, by presenting the Kingdom as a
modern and socially and economically advanced state, in line with the
objectives of Vision 2030. Accordingly, sports investment in Saudi Arabia
can be understood as a dual mechanism combining the promotion of national
development and the enhancement of the country's position in the
international political system, by creating positive narratives that mitigate
negative issues in both media and diplomatic contexts.
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