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Abstract :

During the Abbasid period, Basra experienced significant political instability.
The city's administrative authority contracted from managing an expansive
region to overseeing only the town itself, where multiple factions vied for
governance. This transition highlighted both the diminishing strength of the
Abbasid Caliphate and the influence of external interventions on Basra's
political affairs. The Baridiyyin declared administrative autonomy from the
Abbasid centre in Baghdad, instituting a system known as the annual guarantee.
Eventually, a formidable rival displaced the Baridiyyin, leading to Buyid control
over Basra’'s administration. Owing to its strategic location as Iraq’s gateway to
the Arabian Gulf, Basra attracted the ambitions of several regional powers and
underwent considerable transformation. Persistent conflicts and warfare
further destabilised the political and administrative landscape, prompting the
Buyids to appoint new governors to manage the city.
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