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Abstract:

The research aims to reveal the level of awareness of researchers in the
social sciences and humanities of open data sources and their importance,
analyze the patterns of information behavior followed by researchers when
searching for and employing open data sources, identify the criteria researchers
use to assess the reliability and quality of open data, and explore the most
prominent challenges facing researchers when using these sources. It also
provides practical recommendations that contribute to developing research
practices and academic policies that support the use of open data. The
researcher adopted a qualitative analytical approach to obtain the data needed to
support the research. The research yielded several key findings, including:

1. Researchers have strong ethical motivations to adopt open science practices,
driven by a desire to enhance transparency and credibility. However, these
motivations alone are insufficient to overcome the technical and organizational
challenges they face.

2. Privacy concerns and methodological challenges related to qualitative data
stand out as significant obstacles, necessitating a more flexible approach to open
data policies that considers the specificities of each discipline.

The research recommends that universities and academic libraries launch
initiatives to promote digital literacy among researchers, integrate open data
management and analysis skills into curricula and specialized workshops, and
provide specialized technical and institutional support to assist researchers in
identifying and processing reliable data sources. Furthermore, they should
encourage researchers to adopt data management practices as an integral part of
the research process and to utilize available training workshops and resources to
enhance their skills in this area.?2. Researchers should be encouraged to adopt

data management practices as an integral part of the research process and seek
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to take advantage of training workshops and available resources to enhance their
skills in this field.
Keywords: Information Behavior ,Researchers, Open Data Sources, Social

Sciences, Humanities.
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