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Abstract Education could become an additional burden on development unless it contributes to addressing

environmental and development challenges through sustainable universities that offer an educational, cultural, and
teaching model that ensures the university's continued performance of its core functions and increases its flexibility
and ability to absorb challenges in the most effective, efficient, and value-added ways. This is while maintaining its
overall structure, core functions, operational capacity, readiness, and economic viability in the short and long term.
This is achieved by preserving the environment and natural resources and avoiding negative impacts on them. This
is achieved through three fundamental pillars of sustainability: academic, research, and social .The research aims to
highlight the importance of universities' transformation towards sustainability and to identify the most important
components, requirements, and mechanisms that university administrations need to initiate the transformation
towards sustainability. Identifying the most important environmental challenges in Irag and the role of universities
in addressing these challenges. The research assumes that "confronting the growing environmental challenges in
Iraq requires enhancing environmental sustainability. This goal cannot be achieved without working to improve the
position of Iragi universities in the University Sustainability Rating Index (Ul GreenMetric)."
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