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ABSTRACT

This study examines the strategic analysis of urban growth and
economic development in Badrah, located in eastern Wasit Province,
Iraq. It aims to assess population growth and urban expansion in
relation to cultural identity, the impact of the Gazprom oil field, and the
city’s strategic location at the Zurbatiyah border crossing as a potential
development pole shaping the urban and economic structure. The study
adopts an analytical geographical approach based on statistical data to
identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. It also
analyzes the visual landscape using the urban renewal approach and
Kevin Lynch’s theory, which includes five key elements (paths, edges,
districts, nodes, and landmarks) to understand how these components
shape the city’s mental image, with emphasis on the interaction between
nature and urbanization in forming Badrah’s identity. Francois
Perroux’s growth pole theory is also applied to explain the role of major
economic sectors. The findings indicate unbalanced urban growth and
weak infrastructure, with recommendations for balanced development

while preserving cultural identity.
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