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Abstract:
With the beginning of World War I, the Ottoman Empire joined the
war in 1914 and fought on many fronts, as a result of the Russian ad-
vance on the Caucasus front. The Russian Caucasian armies occu-—
pied most of the cities of the eastern Black Sea and eastern Anatolia
on Febrnary 16, 1916, and Trabzon on April 17, 1916. The Russians
headed to this region. In April to seize the strategically important
Bayburt in order to gain access to the interior of Anatolia_
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