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ABSTRACT

Protecting antiquities is a fundamental issue, as they represent
the national and cultural identity of peoples. Many states have
enacted laws to safeguard their antiquities and heritage. Iraq is
among the richest countries in this field, containing ancient sites
dating back to civilizations such as the Sumerian and Babylonian.
However, this heritage has faced major challenges, especially
after 2003, when many priceless artifacts were looted. Weakness
in legal frameworks, poor enforcement, and administrative
corruption have worsened the situation. To address this, the Iraqi
legislator issued Antiquities and Heritage Protection Law No. 55
of 2002, which defines antiquities, regulates their management
and protection, and imposes penalties on violators. It also assigns
responsibilities to relevant institutions. Furthermore, the Iraqi
Civil Code provides indirect protection by recognizing antiquities
as public property. Strengthening these laws and ensuring strict
enforcement are essential to preserving Iraq’s unique cultural

heritage.
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