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Abstract:

The research addresses the issue of rhetorical context in the books
of Ma'ani al-Qur'an (The Meanings of the Qur'an), highlighting the
impact of rhetoric in these books as one of the most prominent clues
aiding in understanding the text and revealing its intended meaning.
The research presents a definition of rhetorical context, explains its
status and domains, and demonstrates that many writers and exegetes,
both classical and modern, have paid significant attention to it,
granting it a status equivalent to other contextual clues. In contrast, a
small group may have neglected or overlooked it, resulting in flawed
textual understanding. The authors of the books of Ma‘ani al-
Qur'an were highly diligent in establishing a set of rules and markers
that aid in the proper understanding of the texts, serving as a criterion
to distinguish acceptable interpretations from others. These rules
yielded fruitful results and demonstrated their effects early on—
through detailed analysis, foundational principles, and practical
application—thus granting their authors the merit of pioneering in all
these aspects. The research concluded that rhetorical context plays a
prominent role in weighing probable meanings, clarifying ambiguities,
and refuting perceived contradictions between verses, despite the
common assumption that rhetorical context is a product of modern
linguistic studies and an innovation of discourse analysis schools.
However, this research could only briefly allude to these aspects.
Keywords: Context, Meaning, Exegesis, Eloquence, Rhetoric
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