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Russian Tsarist Ambitions in Iran 1796-1917
Lect : Muhammad Ghanem Kazem Abd Al - Aboudi (PhD)

General of Education of Najaf Governorate T
Manathira Education Directorate
m.ghaniem79@gmail.com
Abstract
The history of Russian imperial ambitions in Iran (1796-1917)
witnessed political and military tensions that culminated in wars that

shook the Iranian lands and resulted in the annexation of a large part
of its territories in the Caucasus to the benefit of the Russian Empire.
Russia exploited Iran’s weakness by imposing two humiliating
treaties: the Treaty of Gulistan (1813) and the Treaty of
Turkmenchay (1828), which turned Iran into a field for Russian
expansion from the north, followed by competition with Britain in the
political and economic spheres.

The Russian Empire’s territories extended to the Aras River, which

Affiliation : The Master of Mankind school for Boys - Directorate i
¥

serves as the boundary between Tabriz in Iranian Azerbaijan and Baku
1

in the Caucasus, granting Russia significant privileges alongside
British concessions in Iran. This rivalry culminated in the Anglo-
Russian Convention of 1907, which divided Iranian territories:
Russia obtained the northern regions reaching toward Tehran, while

Britain gained the southern regions, also extending toward the capital,

turning Iran into a theater of conflict for both powers during World

War | (1914-1918), until the Russian October Revolution in 1917.
Keywords : Russian Tsarist ambitions , Iran, Treaty of Gulistan ,

Treaty of Turkmenchay, Nasser al-Din Shah , capitulations |, *T“

constitutional revolution , World War | , Britain .
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Abstract
A study of Russian ambitions in Iran during the period (1796-

1917) shows that the Russian Tsarist Empire was not merely a rising
regional power seeking to extend its influence in its southern
neighbor, Iran, but rather was proceeding according to a long-term
strategic project starting from Iran Then, it would achieve complete
control over the vital centers in Central Asia, and reach its desired
goal in the warm waters of the Arabian Gulf, all the way to the Indian
subcontinent under British rule .

The Russian Tsarist Empire exploited the decline of the Safavid
state's power and the weakness of the Qajar state in terms of the
deterioration of its political, economic and social conditions to impose
its hegemony over Iran through wars (1804-1812) And what resulted
from it was the unfair Treaty of Golestan in 1813, in addition to the
wars (1826-1828) and what resulted from it was the unfair Treaty of
Turkmenchay, which was also in cutting off vast Iranian lands and
reducing its internal sovereignty and foreign relations Russian
imperial ambitions reached the point of influencing Iranian political
decisions, and foreign influence in general, and British influence in
particular, increased, and Iran entered the circle of global imperialist
conflict in the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century to seize the wealth of Central Asia and the Arabian Gulf Even
ambitions left traces and political, economic, cultural and social
transformations, the features of which are still present and
contributing to shaping the modern historical path in Iran, with the
emergence of constitutional thought and national movements
demanding sovereignty and independence, leading to the fall of the
Qajar state .
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118 — Edward G. B rowne , The Persian Revolution o f 1905 - 1909
, London , repr , 1966 , P 99 ¢ F. Kazem zadeh , Russia and Britain
in Persia 1864 — 1914 (A Study in Imperialism), New Haven ,London
, 1968 ,P 372, 422 - 423 , 448 — 449 .
CAYGa OFFA Lo e Ohel ¢ bl sad (isalid OhlSIad ¢ aygla A 2Dl — VY4
by Lay tdan i ¢ YAV = Y407 (jlyl adag e S ¢ gl ¢ 40 — ASQ
§FY Ga e YFAS ¢ (el ¢ st i ¢
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122 - Peter Holquist, Violent Russia, Deadly Marxism (Russia in
the Epoch of Violence, 1905- 1921) , McGraw Hall , Cornell
University , U.S.A, 2002, P 632 .
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Houri Berberian , Armenians and the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution of 1905-1911( The Love for Freedom has No Fatherland
) , Boulder , 2001 , P 142-143 .
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129 - Murray Movy Freser, THE COURSE OF ANGLO - RUSSIAN
HELATIONS FROM THE CONCRESS OF ERLDH 1878 UNTIL THE
ANGLO - RUSSIAN CONVENTION OF 1907 , Master Thesis ,
college of Literature , University of British Columbia , April 1956 , P
184 — 208 ¢
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138 — Pierre Oberling , British Tribal Policy in Southern Persia 1906-
1911 , Journal of Asian History , Vol 4, No 1, 1970, P 51 - 52 ¢
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I'OCYJAPCTBEHHASA TIOJIAAPHASA AKAJIEMUWA , Cankr—
IMerepOypr , 2014 , P 19 — 20 ¢ Juan Carlos Ocafia Aybar , The
First World War 1914-1918 , IES Parque de Lisboa , Madrid , No
Date , P 2 - 20 .
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141 - David Nicolle , The Ottomans: Empire of Faith , Thalamus
Publishing , British , 2008 , P 167 — 168 .
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Esmaeil Zeiny , From Neutrality to Its Infringement: Holomine in
Persia during World War | , Publisher: Peter Lang , New York ,
March 2016 ,P 1 .
144 - Gordon Waterfield , Professional Diplomat : Sir Percy Loraine
of Kirkharle B 1880 — 1961 , London , 1973, P 52 — 61 ¢ Houshang
Sabahi , British Policy in Persia , 1918 — 1925 , London , 1990 , P
11 — 58 ¢ Firuz Kazemzadeh , OP.cit, P 6 - 11 ¢« A. Padgin ,
OP.cit, P 477 .
145 - Sepher Movarekh al-Dowleh , Ahamd Ali: Iran dar Jang-e
Bozorg 1914-1918 (Iran in the Great War 1914-1918), Tehran
1983 , P 239 obe
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149 — IIYBMH A.B. , BEJIUKASI POCCUMCKAS PEBOJIIOLIA

,  Poccuiickoe wucropuueckoe oOmecTBo , MHCTUTYT BceoOmei
ucropun PAH , Mocksa , 2017, P 9 — 15 ¢« B. U. lumkun ,
OKTABPBCKAS PEBOJIIOLIMA 1917 TOAA B POCCUN U EE
POJIb MUPOBOI HCTOPUNB (Marepunansl MeXpernoHanbHON
Hay4HO-TIpakTHueckoit) , M3g-Bo Cu6AI'C , MHcTHTYT mMcTOpUH
Cubupckoro OTICIJICHUS , Poccuiickoit aKaJgeMuu HayK
,HOBOCUBUPCK , 2017, P4-19 ¢
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