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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Literary rivalries in Iraq Through the critical blog of Sami
Mahdi

AZEEZ HUSSIN ALI *

Al-Muthanna University, College of Education for Human Sciences, Department of Arabic Language , Iraq

ABSTRACT
This is a research in the criticism of criticism, exposed by reading and analysis to an important Arabic critical
work, the critical work of the well-known Iraqi poet and critic Sami Mahdi, in which he discovers the literary
rivalries in Iraq in particular, the trends of intellectual, literary, generational, cultural and personal disputes,
and their fields in the press, books, unions and cafes, And its impact on the language of criticism and its
abundance. Literature in Iraq witnessed many battles, rivalries and conflicts, behind each of which was
thought, direction and culture.
Sami Mahdi's blog has a stated and implicit pattern in modern Iraqi criticism, which is the disputes, and it
tells of a struggle between ideologies, trends, ideas, and cultures. These conflicts were manifested in their
form, including the innocence of objection, literary and personal, and generational disputes. Everyone who
participated in it was driven by a particular intellectual background. According to Sami Mahdi's critical blog,
the conflicts had their arenas, including the press, authored books, poetry, unions, and cafes. They spread
across all cultural fields, places, and areas.

Keywords: poet Sami Mahdi, literary criticism, literary rivalries, criticism of criticism, journalism, cafes, unions, language of
criticism, poetic generations, the seventies, ideology.
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