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Abstract:
This study addressed the epistemological tension between founda-
tion (ta’sil) and interpretation (ta’wil) within the structure of Qunanic
knowledge, through an analytical and comparative investigation of two
of the most prominent exegetical works in Islamic intellectual heritage:
Mafati al-Ghayb by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and al-Ta rir wa al-Tanwir
by Mu ammad al- ahiribn Ashiir. The research was based on the central
hypothesis that Qunanic knowledge is not formed through a unilateral
approach rooted solely in transmission (naql) or reason ( aql), but rather
through a dialectical interplay between textual foundation and rational
interpretation. This dialectic is clearly reflected in two distinct exegeti—
b cal approaches: one characterized by dialectical and theological rea—
soning, represented by al-Razi; and the other by a reformist, purposive
(magqa idi) methodology, exemplified by Ibn Ashiir. The study aimed to
elucidate how Qunanic knowledge crystallized within these two models
by analyzing the methodological and epistemological tools each exe—
gete employed in interpreting the Qunanic text. Selected passages from
both works were examined to uncover the underlying cognitive and
epistemological structures that shaped their respective worldviews and
understandings of divine revelation. The findings revealed that al-Razi
offered a rational encyclopedic model that emphasized theological de—
- bate and philosophical inquiry, while Ibn Ashiir presented a purposive
€50 foundational approach that linked textual interpretation to socio—his—
- torical realities, grounded in a jurisprudential framework aligned with
the higher objectives of Islamic law. Ultimately, the study concluded
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that despite their differences, both exegetical models significantly con—
tributed to the enrichment of Qunanic interpretation and together form
a solid epistemological foundation upon which contemporary tafsir can
be developed—one that harmonizes authenticity with renewal.
Keywords: Qupanic knowledge, foundation, interpretation, al-Razi, Ibn Ashiir.
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