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3 Abstract:
e Issues of personal status in Islamic countries, including Iraq, constitute
.’% some of the most complex matters both legally and jurisprudentially,
9 given that the majority of Iraqi society adheres to Islam. With the es—
% calation of wars that Iraq has experienced since the 1980s—whether
- external conflicts or internal disputes—many individuals have gone
- missing, with their fate remaining unknown for years. This situation
< has created numerous challenges concerning the legal and religious
“g status of their wives. Accordingly, this study examines the rulings of
:) iddah (waiting period) for the wife of the missing person, and the per—
v
o
)

spectives of both Islamic jurisprudence and Iraqi law on this matter.
What distinguishes this research from previous studies on the missing
person is its focus on a critical dimension—namely, one of the most
significant consequences of a husband’s disappearance: the iddah of
¥ the wife and its specific rulings. These include the duration of waiting
: before the commencement of the iddah, the return of the husband
before or after its completion, and the nature of the iddah itself—
whether it should be treated as that of widowhood or judicial separa—
tion, among other considerations.
Keywords:iddah, widowhood, missing person, marriage, waiting p, riod.
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