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The present study seeks to examine the status of art criticism and its role

in visual arts among students of the Department of Art Education. The
research was structured into two main sections: the first addressed the
concept of art criticism and its classifications, while the second focused
on visual arts and their branche.

Adopting the descriptive—analytical approach, the researchers em-
ployed a questionnaire as the primary instrument, which was admin-
istered to first—year students of the Department of Art Education. The
findings revealed that the majority of students demonstrated a very lim—
£ ited grasp of art criticism, with statistical analysis indicating a deficiency
: level of 60%. The weakest indicator was the students’ ability to perceive
the relationship between art criticism and visual arts, which registered
at 40% The study concludes that the knowledge base of art criticism
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acquired in the preceding educational stages was inadequate, remaining
largely confined to a theoretical dimension. Furthermore, art criticism
as a subject should not be introduced as an isolated concept unrelated to
other artistic domains, as this detachment accounts for its diminished
role in connection with visual arts

Accordingly, the researchers recommend placing greater emphasis on
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teaching art criticism and its various forms to establish a solid knowledge
foundation for fostering artistic culture. They also advocate for treating
art criticism as an independent instructional unit rather than subsuming
it under broader concepts
In light of these results, the study further proposes conducting subse—
quent research into the relationship between art criticism and aesthetic
appreciation among students of the Department of Art Education, as
well as investigating the cognitive representation of art criticism within
the same academic context
Keywords: Art Criticism, Visual Arts, Undergraduate Students, De-
partment of Art Education
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