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The Ottoman state began to seriously consider the issue of
conscription, especially in light of its ongoing decline and repeated
military defeats, many of which involved the Janissary corps. The chaos
and disruption caused by the Janissaries within the military institution,
along with the financial burden of their demands and rebellions and their
resistance to reform and modernization, pushed the Ottoman authorities
to follow the example of European states in various fields. One of the
most significant steps was the move to implement compulsory military
service in the Ottoman provinces. This aimed, firstly, to ease the state’s
burdens and, secondly, to establish a disciplined military institution with
a unified doctrine that could consistently supply soldiers to the Ottoman
army.

Responses to this policy varied from one province to another. Some sects
and religious communities sought exemption by offering financial
compensation instead of serving. Meanwhile, the Yazidis submitted a
petition explaining that military service conflicted with their religious
beliefs and rituals. A European country supported their request by
expressing sympathy for their demands and actively assisting in
advocating for their exemption from military service
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