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Abstract: Turkey was the first Muslim—-majority country to recognize
Israel in 1949, and relations developed in the military, strategic, and
diplomatic fields before the arrival of the Justice and Development Party
(AKP), Upon his accession to power, Turkish—Israeli relations during his
reign since 2002 witnessed great fluctuations ranging from strategic
rapprochement to severe tension influenced by political, economic and
ideological factors, as he played the role of mediator in the Palestinian—
Israeli conflict, and in 2005 Prime Minister Recep Tayyip ardogan visited
Israel offering to mediate peace, and Turkish foreign policy focused on
the Palestinian issue to gain local popular support, as this issue played a
prominent role in Turkish—Israeli relations.
Despite intermittent political tensions, economic relations remained strong
after the attack on the Freedom Flotilla in 2010 that was heading to
break the siege on the Gaza Strip, this incident led to a severe
diplomatic crisis between the two countries, but recent years have seen
attempts to bring relations closer again, including the exchange of
ambassadors between the two countries, driven by economic and energy
interests .
Keywords: Justice and Development Party, Turkish—Israeli cooperation,
Ardogan and Israel, political relations, military and security relations.
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