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Abstract:

This study explores the potential of silent theatre as a semiotic and ex-
pressive alternative to spoken dialogue in contemporary Iraqi theatri-
cal performances, with a specific focus on the works of director Ahmad
Mohammed Abdul Ameer. The research addresses a central question
concerning the limitations of verbal language in theatre—particularly
its effectiveness in conveying meaning and engaging the audience—
versus the growing emphasis on performative practices that rely on the
body as a medium of theatrical communication Employing a descrip-
tive—analytical methodology, the study examines a sample of 15 silent
theatrical productions staged in Iraq between 2006 and 2019. These per-
formances utilize diverse forms of physical expression, including pan—
tomime, silent acting, and expressive dance. The findings indicate that
silent theatre constitutes an expressive system capable of transcending
the constraints of conventional dialogue by constructing an alternative
semiotic framework based on gesture, movement, bodily composition,
and visual and auditory rhythm Furthermore, the study asserts that si-
lent performance opens interpretive spaces for the audience, allowing
the theatrical text to be read as an open structure that moves beyond lit—
eral or direct meanings. This enhances audience engagement and fos-
ters a renewed production of meaning within an evolving interpretive
horizon. The theatrical practice of Ahmad Mohammed Abdul Ameer
is highlighted as a pioneering example in the Iraqi scene, demonstrating
- asophisticated use of the body as a narrative and symbolic substitute for

spoken language.

Keywords: problems; Dialogue; Silent; Spoken.
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