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Abstract:
Sultan Mahmud II of the Ottoman Empire (1785-1839), a promi-
nent figure from the House of Osman, is widely recognized for
initiating a broad spectrum of reforms aimed at modernizing
the empire. Among his most notable measures were the aboli-
tion of the Janissary corps, the restructuring and modernization
of the military, as well as comprehensive reforms in education and
public administration. However, these reforms imposed signifi-
cant financial burdens on the state, leading to a growing budget
deficit. In response, the Sultan implemented a series of tax policies
across the empire’s provinces, with each region required to con-
tribute accordingly—including the territories of Greater Syria,
encompassing present-day Syria and Lebanon. One of the most
contentious levies was the «Cross Taxy or «Ihtisaby on real estate,
imposed on the residents of Damascus by direct order from the
Sublime Porte. This tax was met with strong resistance and ulti-
mately sparked the 1831 uprising. Similarly, the Kisrawan Revolt
in Mount Lebanon emerged in the wake of the promulgation of
the Hatt-i Hiimayun and the Gulhane Edict, both of which facili-
tated increased European economic encroachment, generating
widespread rural discontent. Another significant episode of re—
sistance was the peasant uprising in the province of As-Suwayda
(1888-1890), directed against entrenched feudal structures. The
Ottoman military intervened in five separate campaigns, all of
which ended in failure. These successive events reflect the broad-

~ er pattern of socio—political unrest provoked by the empire’s re—

formist but fiscally burdensome modernization agenda.
Aadalt
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