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Abstract:
Gaston Bachelardss philosophical project begins by reinstating the im-
agination as an ontological force that precedes thought and underpins
both knowledge and poetry. For Bachelard, the human being does not
think first, but rather dreams; imagination is not merely a tool to repre—
sent reality, but a means to create it. In this context, the daydream holds
a central place, asit expresses the self’s openness to the world through the
poetic image, which emanates from the feminine soul dwelling within
us. Yet, such openness can only be actualized under the condition of
oneness, wherein the dreamer merges with the dream, and the dream
becomes an expression of the depth of being.
Bachelard distinguishes three modes of imagination: formal imagi-
nation, dynamic imagination, and material imagination, the latter of
which he privileges. Material imagination interrogates matter as a bearer
of symbols, emotions, and archetypal forms that animate memory and
catalyze poetic creation. Time, too, is reconfigured in Bachelard’s vi—
sion—not as a linear succession, but as a vertical temporality, condensed
in exceptional moments of dream and poetic intensity.
In his treatment of memory and imagination, Bachelard draws upon
* Jungian archetypes, asserting that the ontology of memory is not sim-—
ply the recollection of the past, but a reactivation of symbolic patterns
that reside in the collective unconscious and are animated through im-
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ages and dreams. In this way, memory, imagination, matter, and time
are woven together in his philosophy to construct a poetic vision of the
world, wherein the self opens to the density of being—not through ab—
stract concepts, but through the living image inhabited by dream.
Keywords:Bachelard, wakefulness, dream.
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