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Abstract

Based on the economic development which started in many countries around the world in
the last decade to solve the economic problems and the unemployment among youth, business
incubators emerged in the developed and developing countries as an approach to nourish the
national economies by developing small and medium enterprises which provide job opportunities
for youth. Iraq as a developed country has went through several wars, economic embargo, in
addition to the terrorist operations after 2003. All these circumstances has led to create
unemployment among Iraqi youth. Therefore, the Iraqi government had to look for tools to face
this issue by adopting business incubators. The purpose of this research is to present the concept

of business incubators: its evolution, types, objectives, significance, and its role in supporting
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small and medium enterprises. In addition to presenting the experiences of foreign and Arabic
countries in adopting business incubators with special reference to Iraq which arrived late
compared to some Arabic countries such as Algeria, Palestine, Egypt, and Jordan. The research
revealed many conclusions amongst which is that business incubators can play a significant role
in resolving the unemployment issue in Iraq, and that the introduction of business incubators
shall contribute in improving the economy of the country. The researcher recommends the active
participation of the educational and industrial sectors, businessmen, and investors in
materializing business incubators, and to issue a law to regulate business incubators in Iraq.
Keywords: business incubators, Iraq, developed countries, small and medium enterprises,
unemployment.
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