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Abstract
Infallibility

nahda.alsharifi@gmail.com

Linguistically, infallibility (Isma) denotes the inhibition and
abstention, while the terminology denotes the divine subtle utter
kindness (lutf) that inhibit the infallible from abominable acts

willingly .

The study discusses the infallibility as to whether obligatory or
not. It concludes that an obligatory infallibility is not possible for
the prophets in that their abstention from wrongdoings is an act
in practice rather than an inner quality. In other words, it is

possible in itself, not dictated by an outer reality .

As for the optional infallibility, it denotes the free will of the
infallible in all his actions and sayings. The infallible himself
directs his psyche towards obedience of Allah, and inhibits it from

wrongdoings by sheer choice and willingness.

[slamic schools of thought differed on the concept of the
prophets' infallibility. However, rational cogintive and
sentimental evidences as well as those from Hadith transmission
demonstrate the necessity of infallibility before and after the
initiation of prophethood in all matters of worship and

management of life.

As for the Qur’anic verses that ascribe to the prophets acts of
disobedience, begging forgiveness and repentance, they should
not be understood outwardly, but need to be interpretated
according to what is befitting of the status of prophets. These
verses are deemed as equivocal , and they are normally
understood by way of corresponding established verses so as to

infer the original intent of the text.

Key Words:

Infallibility - begging forgiveness- disobedience - Repentance-
prophets- obligatory infallibility —Optional infallibility
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