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Abstract:
This research examines the impact of breaking news broadcast by Al
Sharqiya and Al Rabia channels on the political consciousness of Iraqi
youth aged 18 to 34. The study addresses the problem of a significant
lack of academic research linking rapid media content with the de-
mographic and psychological characteristics of youth and how this
influence translates into political behavior or intellectual stances.
The research aims to analyze the qualitative characteristics of the
breaking news content on both channels, measure its impact on youth
political awareness, identify differences among different age groups,
and provide recommendations for promoting positive awareness.
The study>s importance stems from its scientific contribution to fill-
ing a gap in Arab libraries, its social value in providing a deeper un—
derstanding of how media shapes youth consciousness, its political
relevance in helping policymakers understand youth political behav—
ior, and its media significance in offering insights for creating more
effective news content.
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The study used a multidimensional methodology that combines
quantitative and qualitative approaches. It employed a field survey
using questionnaires, quantitative and qualitative content analy—
sis, and case studies through semi-structured interviews and focus
groups. The research also explored a comparative theoretical frame—
work using theories such as agenda-setting, framing, cultivation, and
social identity. It also examined youth segmentation based on their
demographic and psychological traits, the characteristics of break—
ing news content, and the influence of digital interaction and regional
contexts on news reception and civic and political participation.
The research yielded several key findings. Older youth (26-34 years
old) have a higher political awareness, with an average score of 7.8 out
of 10, compared to younger youth (18-25 years old) with an average
of 6.5. In addition, 50% of younger youth feel politically frustrated
due to breaking news. Urban youth show a higher degree of critical
thinking, with an average of 7.5 out of 10, compared to their rural
counterparts at 5.5. The study also found that 75% of younger youth
rely on social media as their primary source of news. Finally, the re—
sults indicate that breaking news reduces the desire for political par—
ticipation in 45% of all young people surveyed.
Keywords: political awareness, breaking news, Iraqi youth, civic par—
ticipation, television media.
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