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Abstract:
The topic of the British—-American Power Struggle in Iraq (1939-1958):
A Historical and Political Study by Dr. Bashar Fathi Jassim Al-Ukaydi
highlights that this period represented a pivotal turning point in mod-
ern Iraqi history. Britain, as a great power, sought to preserve its po—
litical, military, and economic privileges, particularly in the oil sector,
following the 1930 Treaty. However, by the end of World War II, the
United States emerged as a competing superpower, with its oil com-—
panies entering Iraq and expanding their diplomatic activities.
This rivalry became more evident with the establishment of the Bagh—
dad Pact in 1955, as Britain aimed to consolidate its influence while
the United States worked to extend its presence within the framework
of the Cold War. The struggle also had internal repercussions in Iraq:
national forces exploited it to confront British influence, while pro-
Western governments attempted to balance relations between the two
powers. With the July 14, 1958 Revolution, the monarchy collapsed,
Britain’s position declined sharply, and American influence faced new
challenges under the emerging republican regime.
Keywords: Iraq, Britain, Politics, America
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