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Abstract:

The Ghana Empire is one of the oldest African empires, as its activ—
ities began in the second century and reached its peak and greatness
around the 5th century (AH 5/ AD 13). It derived its name from its
capital, Ghana, which is a corrupted form of the word «Ghanatay as
pronounced by its people, who are known for their dark black skin
color. The name was derived from the title of their kings. Sources dif-
fer in determining the origins of this people, as some attribute them
to the Berbers, others to Arab origins, and yet another theory suggests
they are of ALawite origins, while another claims they are a mix of

African and Berber descent.

Keywords: Ghana, Berbers, Abbasid Caliphate, Sudan.
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