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Research Summary
Title: The Role of Iraqi Tribes in the Emirate of Al-Muntafiq during the Ottoman Era(1750-1832)
This study explores the significant role of Iraqi tribes, particularly the tribes of Al-Muntafiq, in shaping the political
and social dynamics of southern Iraq between 1750 and 1832 during the Ottoman era. The research focuses on the
political leadership of tribal sheikhs, especially the Al-Saadoun family, whoestablishedtradecitiessuchasSuqal-
Shuyukhandheldconsiderableinfluenceovertribalandurbancommunities.The  paper examines the tribe’s
interactions with Ottoman governors, their contributions to maintaining security, and their revolts, such as the
major uprising in 1787. Leaders like Thuwaini al-Abdullah, Hamoud al-Thamir, and Ajil al-Saadoun are
highlighted for their role in strengthening or challenging Ottoman rule. The study concludes that the tribal structure

was the core of Al-Muntafiq’s power and autonomy until central Ottoman authority gradually reasserted control,
especially under Ali Ridha Pasha (1831-1832).
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