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Abstract

Every nation has a culture to be proud of. All civilizations consider literature a comer stone of
their cultures. Literature has three main forms, namely poetry, prose, and drama. Poetry is art
which uses beautiful images and sublime words and eloquent expressions to express an idea.

This paper deals with several items, namely the meaning of literature, the concept of literature
among different cultures through different ages, and the antagonistic attitude of the church
against literature in general and poetry in particular. The paper also discusses the relationship
between literature and society, between literature and language. It also makes a chronological
survey which gives us a true picture of the vital role of literature in every civilization, east or
west. The paper ends with a conclusion which sums up the important.
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Literature is an interpretation of life
Literature is the record of impressions
Literature is the brain of humanity
Literature is the exploitation of words
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