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Abstract:

This research explores the relationship between citizenship and religious loyalty
in Islamic jurisprudence, examining the origins and dimensions of the concept within
religious texts and historical practices, and conducting a comparison between Islamic
and Western paradigms of citizenship. The study begins by explaining the linguistic
and juridical emergence of the concept, clarifying that although the term is modern,
it is rooted in authentic Islamic principles such as equality, justice, and human digni-
ty—embodied especially in the Charter of Medina, the first constitution for communal
coexistence. The research surveys Islam’s perspective across different eras regarding
citizenship and loyalty, highlighting the distinction between loyalty to homeland and
loyalty to power, as well as the contemporary scholars’ varied viewpoints. The study
addresses controversial issues such as freedom of belief and apostasy, gender equality,
the economic system and usury, and the loyalty dilemma amid international conflicts.
A comparative case study is presented for Irag—where Islam is a source of legisla-
tion—and Morocco—where legislative flexibility is maintained while upholding Is-
lamic identity, with application of laws and judicial decisions shaping the relationship
between sharia and the state in each. The study underscores that similarities between
Islamic and Western citizenships are based on respect for human dignity, equality
before the law, and equal rights and duties. However, differences remain significant
regarding legislative sources, the concept of freedom, and the role of religion in public
life.

Keywords: Citizenship, Islamic Jurisprudence, Loyalty to the Homeland, Al-Wala’

wal-Bara’ (Loyalty and Disavowal), Islamic Sharia, Comparative Law.
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