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Abstract

Social media platforms are considered to be effective and important tools in the current era of technology and
communication, which has reshaped the world. In addition, the services provided by these platforms have helped
increase the number of users. Therefore, the public has come to rely on these sites to provide them with news
and information during general events, and especially during crises and wars. This is because these platforms
possess several key features for news delivery: speed, immediacy, and up-to-the-minute coverage, as well as live
broadcasting and direct video. The research also examines the credibility of these social media websites and the
extent to which university students are interested in events and changes that may affect their future. The study
consists of three chapters: a methodological chapter, a theoretical chapter, and a practical chapter. The most
prominent findings of the research are :* The study showed that Instagram ranked first among social media
platforms followed by university students. * The study found that the main reason for following this platform is
its speed in transmitting and publishing information, as it was preferred over all other sites, in addition to its ease
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of access. * The study revealed that social media users attach great importance to following developments in the
war between Iran and Israel. * The study confirmed the validity of the Media Dependency Theory's hypotheses,
as media provided the public with information and news during the war, leading to cognitive, affective, and
behavioral effects.Keywords: Student reliance, social media, staying informed about the Iran-Israel war. a
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