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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the role of Qur’anic stories in fostering cognitive em-
powerment among learners, positioning them as effective tools for teaching critical
thinking in school settings. Qur’anic narratives are characterized by their epistemic
structure, which originates in the unseen and trains the mind to understand reality,
evaluate consequences, examine alternatives, and develop analytical reasoning. The
research investigates the Qur’anic concept of cognitive empowerment and its narra-
tive components, then analyzes selected stories (such as those of Abraham, Joseph,
al-Khidr, and the Companions of the Cave) from an educational perspective, high-
lighting embedded critical thinking skills. It also proposes pedagogical mechanisms
for integrating these stories into classroom instruction, encouraging students to be-
come active critical thinkers. The study adopts an interpretive-analytical method,
grounded in original Qur’anic and educational sources, concluding that Qur’anic
stories offer a powerful foundation for nurturing intellectual and critical awareness

in school education.

Keywords: Qur’anic Stories, Cognitive Empowerment, Critical Thinking, Qur’anic

Education, Educational Narrative, Schooling, Qur’anic Discourse Analysis
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