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Abstract

This paper explores the life of Nicolas Siouffi (d. 1901), French vice-
consul in Mosul, and his role in acquiring and selling manuscripts in the
city. It focuses on the Mosuli manuscripts acquired by Siouffi and how they
made their way to the Bibliotheque nationale de France (BnF). The study
includes sections and commentary on some of the most significant of these
manuscripts, most notably an Arabic manuscript attributed to the Greek
physician Dioscorides. This research aims to contribute to ongoing efforts
to identify and document Mosul’s manuscript heritage.

Keywords: Nicolas Siouffi, Mosul manuscripts, manuscript
provenance, antiquities trade, Bibliothéque nationale de France,
Dioscorides
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